
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



476 20 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [ Oct., 

In the first case the action would be direct and fully understood; in 
the second, it would be indirect, taking the property of the defend- 
ant under the form of a judicial sentence, by depriving him of a 
valid defense against -a demand invalid in law." 



Polluted Water. — The parties to this action were engaged in manu- 
facturing in the city of Newark, N. J. The lands upon which their 
plants were erected adjoined. The plaintiff corporation is a brew- 
ing industry, manufacturing malt liquors. To successfully carry on 
the manufacture of these liquors the plant required large quantities 
of pure, cool water. They obtained the water from wells on their 
own land, which water was pecuniary adapted for the manufacture 
of the liquors. The defendant gas company manufactured illumi- 
nating gas, and its success in that business required the consump- 
tion of large quantities of coal and oil, the residuum of which, after 
distillation by heat and the purification of the gas sufficient for il- 
luminating requirements, is tar and its compounds. This tar, being 
heavier than water, will, if allowed to escape from the gas holders 
in which they forhi, sink down into the soil and underground per- 
colating waters, and are carried thereby to neighboring wells of water. 
The water of the wells of the plaintiff becoming polluted with this 
tar, they brought this action to recover damages. The Court of 
Errors and Appeals of New Jersey said that the settled law of New 
Jersey was that the landowner has not an absolute and unqualified 
property in all water found percolating in his soil to do what he 
pleases with. He has the right to use it only in a reasonable man- 
ner and to a reasonable extent for his own benefit for domestic pur- 
poses, as well as in manufacturing and his own consumption, as in 
agriculture, irrigation, and the like, and without undue interference 
with the rights of other landowners to the like use and enjoyment 
of such water. P. Ballantine & Sons v. Public Service Corporation 
of New Jersey, 91 Atlantic Reporter, 95. 



